
provisional ballots
t E n n E s s E E 

Election Day is tuesday, november 6, 2012

Questions?  Call the Tennessee
Secretary of State at (877) 850-4959 
or ACLU-TN at (615) 320-7142.

www.aclu-tn.org/voting-rights-resource-center.html

What is a provisional ballot? 
A provisional ballot is used when you’re registered to vote but your 
name doesn’t appear on the voter list or you don’t have valid photo ID.  
To vote a provisional ballot, you will need to fill out a voter registration 
form or an application for a ballot, and you may have to sign a sworn 
statement called an affidavit.  

Will my provisional ballot be counted?
Your provisional ballot will be counted if your county election commis-
sion can confirm your eligibility to vote.  If you did not appear on the 
voter list, a special government board will look at state records after 
you vote. Your provisional ballot will count if they find that you were 
registered to vote.  

If you voted a provisional ballot because you didn’t bring or don’t have 
ID, you must bring your ID to the county election commission office 
by the end of the day on Thursday, November 8.  Your ballot will not 
count if you don’t do so.
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